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motion pictures -- Influence -- United States. Excerpt: . . . These coding procedures yielded data describing each
of the 168 episodes ( i. e. , 4 episodes each of 42 shows ) in all-or-nothing terms, indicating whether a given
episode mentioned or portrayed use, contained a humorous reference, described negative consequences, and
so on. Results are reported in percentage terms based on all episodes in a given list of shows. For instance, we
will report the percentage of all episodes popular with teens referring to or showing substance use, and
compare that to the percentage of substance use references or portrayals in episodes popular with adults.
Similarly, we will compare the percentages of episodes mentioning or showing substance use in episodes
popular with African-American youth, with Hispanic youth, and with white youth. Major Characters Additional
analyses were made of the substance-related behavior and statements of ongoing major characters in the
shows. A major character was defined as anyone who appeared or was credited in a shows opening or title
sequence. A total population of 270 major characters over the 42 series was identified. Information about this
population is reported in terms of the proportion of characters who engaged in substance use in all 168
episodes and in the diCerent lists of favorites. The gender, age and ethnic group for each character was
identified. For comparison purposes, major character consumption of non-alcoholic beverages was also noted.
Screen Time The mere appearance of drinking or of alcoholic beverage containers is an imprecise measure of
the true salience or centrality of alcohol in a program. Accordingly, two measures of the amount of screen...
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