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Captain is Harry Handly Caldwell, first and foremost a navy man and, of least importance, my cousin. Kit, the
love of Harrys life, is Katharine Clark Prosser Hilliker Caldwell; a woman of many names and even more beauty
and talent. This is a true story in three parts; the Captain, Kit, and the Captain and Kit . At fourteen Harry
entered the naval academy at Annapolis and six successful years later he became an ensign. His early
shipboard assignments took him to Alaskas Bering Sea in search of fur seal poachers. Then to the Far China
Station during the Sino-Japanese War aboard a ship that would temporarily become the only naval land fort in
the world. From an obscure assignment on the Great Lakes, Harry was handpicked by then Commodore George
Dewey as Deweys flag secretary, though not before political maneuvering involving the President of the United
States. Ensign Caldwell was with Dewey at the historic naval battle at Manila Bay in the Philippines. He was by
the admirals side on his triumphant return to the U. S. and the best man at his wedding. Lt. Caldwell was the
first captain of the navys very first submersible, the U. S. S. Holland, SS-1. With the technical help of his friend,
Thomas Edison, he, nearly single handedly, proved to a doubting U. S. Congress that submarines would
become an invaluable asset in the future of naval warfare. During World War I, Lt. Commander Caldwell was
the captain of the ship that tended the five-mile long submarine net protecting the lower New York harbor and
the Verrazano narrows net protecting the...
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