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NYU Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 240 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in. x 5.9in. x 0.8in.An
intriguing and impressive account of corporate social responsibilityand neoliberalism writ largeon the ground,
in action, in chemical plant communities in LouisianaOttinger effectively illustrates how, in complex, culturally
saturated ways, corporate commitment to responsible care has created critical challenges for environmental
activism and justice. Kim Fortun, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Residents of a small Louisiana town were sure
that the oil refinery next door was making them sick. As part of a campaign demanding relocation away from
the refinery, they collected scientific data to prove it. Their campaign ended with a settlement agreement that
addressed many of their grievancesbut not concerns about their health. Yet, instead of continuing to collect
data, residents began to let refinery scientists assertions that their operations did not harm them stand without
challenge. What makes a community move so suddenly from actively challenging to apparently accepting
experts authority Refining Expertise argues that the answer rests in the way that refinery scientists and
engineers defined themselves as experts. Rather than claiming to be infallible, they began to portray themselves
as responsible. This work drives home the need for both activists and politically engaged scholars to
reconfigure their own activities in response, in order to advance community health and robust scientific
knowledge about it. Gwen Ottingeris Assistant Professor in Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences at the University
of Washington-Bothell, where she teaches in the Science, Technology, and Society and Environmental Studies
majors. She is co-editor ofTechnoscience and Environmental Justice: Expert Cultures in a Grassroots
Movement. This item ships from multiple locations. Your book may arrive from Roseburg,OR, La Vergne,TN.
Paperback.
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