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Excerpt: . the Church and Commonwealth, to have a vigilant
eye how Bookes demeane themfelves as well as men; and
thereafter to confine, imprifon, and do fharpeft, juftice on
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them as malefactors: For Books are not abfolutely dead things,
but doe contain a potencie of life in them to be as active as
that foule was whofe progeny they are; nay they do preferve as
in a violl the purest efficacie and extraction of that living
intellect that bred them. I inow they are as lively, and as
vigorously productive, as thofe fabulous Dragons teeth; and
being fown up and down, may chance to fpring up armed
men. And yet on the other hand unlesfe warinesse be us d, as
good almost kill a Man as kill a good Book; who kills a Man kills
a reafonable creature, Gods Image; but hee who destroyes a...
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