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illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: . . . science is becoming so vast, that it might be well to have them much more local
and special in the treatment of their themes than most of them now are. Let the more foreign facts be relatively
few, while the discussion of home areas are made especially full and clear. For example, there is an essential
similarity in the geological structure and relations of the Western States. We need here chiefly a full and distinct
account of the so-called Paleozoic rocks, which extend from the coal measures down to the lower Silurian, with
also a full account of our surface geology, including the drift and the drift theories. Other formations should
not be ignored by any means, but should be treated with far less fullness. A text-book which, for example,
should give only a little space to the coal measures which spread over large portions of Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, lllinois, Missouri, lowa, etc. , is not well suited to teach geology to the youth of
these states. A good text-book should be illustrated with distinct and beautiful figures of the more interesting
and important fossils. If it gives the information most interesting and most prized, it will be likely to be the most
useful as a means of education. With such a text-book and with bright and earnest teachers the study of
geology in our public schools may be made a powerful stimulus to the growth and culture of the youth of...
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