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not war but diplomacy, as consort to the French frigate Nautilus. Under the burning sun of North Africa, Bolitho
is keenly aware of the envy and ambition among his officers, the troubled, restless spirits of his midshipmen,
and the old enemy's proximity. It is only when Nautilus becomes a sacrificial offering on the altar of empire that
every man discovers the brotherhood of the sea is more powerful than the bitter memories of an ocean of
blood and decades of war.
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