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background to documents that have changed global history. Each title looks at the context in which a
manifesto was produced and presents either the full text or significant excerpts. The document's immediate
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history. In a post-World War II world of scientific eDiciency and technological progress, there was little public
concern about the way agricultural technology was aDecting people and the Earth. Then, in 1962, Rachel
Carson's" Silent Spring exposed the dangers of DDT and other pesticides. Her book became a bestseller and
stimulated widespread public debate. The controversy inaugurated five government inquiries, launched the
Environmental Protection Agency, and led to the banning of DDT and several other pesticides. Her book also
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