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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . * fanciful theory, the 835 cases at the head of my table
attesting to a stern reality. The completeness and the general diHuseness of the degenerative condition induced
by an heredity of imbecility--which I have found in all my studies, from profound idiocy up through the higher
grades--has so convinced me of its activity as an agent in that malnutrition to which all influences tend; that
upon finding it in a family history I feel no hesitancy in assiHninpf it K th primary cause to which a1 others are
subsidiary; not only readily assimilating with them, but by disintegration and enfeeblement actually
predisposing the system to their attack. The fatality of such heredity is evidenced in its repetition, not
infrequently several members of one family showing its influence, and unfortunately such families are not apt
to number few individuals; for the animal instincts increase in proportion to the enfeeblement of the mental
powers, so that brothers and sisters mentally defective are by no means the exception. Indeed a large
proportion of the families from which I have severally drawn my cases show this reduplication: such as, 3
families with 3 each; 2 families with 5 each; 1 with 4; and 1 family with 2 imbecile children had a connection of
83 mental defectives, the result of a century of imbecile heredity. A man of 38 years, feeble-minded, has a
delicate wife who in twenty years has born him 19 defective children. Another family...
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