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they lapse into speechlessness when their matter and meanings no longer mesh. Each of the nine objects
examined in this book had its historical moment, when the match of this thing to that thought seemed
irresistible. At these junctures, certain things become objects of fascination, association, and endless
consideration; they begin to talk. Things that talk fleetingly realize the dream of a perfect language, in which
words and world merge.Essays Lorraine Daston, Peter Galison, Anke te Heesen, Caroline A. Jones, Joseph Leo
Koerner, Antoine Picon, Simon Schaffer, Joel Snyder, and M. Norton and Elaine M. Wise. Lorraine Daston is
Director at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in Berlin, Germany. She is the coauthor...
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