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Excerpt: . . . 11 thinking ability rather than technical skills, and an eighth grade student, with minimal reading
and mathematical ability, should be able to pass that test. However, unfortunately, 70 to 75 percent cannot. It is
also becoming very di<icult to recruit professional level peo-ple, as well, and this is because there are a
declining number of people enrolled in demanding academic fields such as engineering and computer sciences.
Our high schools are just not producing enough people who are qualified to pursue degrees in these fields, and
yet, we as business people must meet the demands of global competition, which requires productive employees
who can function e<ectively in the information age. Unfortunately, we are not get-ting them. The experience of
the Southern Company, I feel, is no di<erent than that for other employers. Well, that is the bad news, but there
is good news. Business needs employees who are literate in language arts and math, who can think and solve
problems and who can behave ethically. Writ-ing is a basic literacy skill, and there is also a clear connection be-
tween writing and thinking. When writing is emphasized in school, students will develop their abilities to think,
which is an essential workplace skill. That is why we believe that the National Writing Project and the Mississippi
Writing Thinking Institute are so im-portant to creating a qualified and productive workforce. Over the past
several years, emphasis has been placed on raising academic standards for student achievement....
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