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Original publisher: Arlington, VA : Division of Science Resources Statistics, Directorate for Social, Behavioral,
and Economic Sciences, National Science Foundation, 2006 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)74666688 Subject: Degrees,
Academic -- United States. Excerpt: . . . C 2. H BACKGROUND HAPTER ISTORICAL At the threshold of the 20th
century the United States become a model for the world ( NAS NRC 1995 ). It has had a small but vigorous
graduate education enterprise played a major role in the United States strong record of rooted in a new kind of
institution, the research univer-innovation and economic growth and has helped this na-sity. The distinctive
feature of the research university tion become the global leader in science and engineer-was the doctoral
program. In 1900 most of the approxi-ing ( NSB 1998 ). mately 250 research doctorates conferred were from the
American doctoral education produces cutting-edge dozen or so new research universities in the Northeast 1
knowledge and highly trained personnel who go on to and Midwest. fill specialized positions as teachers,
researchers, and pro-The next 100 years of doctoral education were marked fessionals in academe, industry,
government, and non-by growth and diversification. Doctoral education profit organizations. In 1999 just over
half of new U. S. became available in all 50 U. S. states, the District of citizen Ph. D. s with job commitments
went into higher Columbia, and Puerto Rico as the number of institutions education aHer graduation - 48
percent to 4-year insti-oIering doctoral programs grew. The number of disci-tutions and 4 percent to 2-year
colleges. About 22 per-plinary fields in which scholarly study was oIered at cent of new Ph. D. s found jobs in
industry or planned to the doctoral level; the number of doctorates awarded...
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